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NATIONAL NEWS 



Police Scandal in CHicagd 



Spying on Daley Foes, Civic Groups Is Alleged 



, By Joel D. Weisman 

Special to The Washiaaton Post 

CHICAGO — Power poll-, 
tics, allegations of police 
sanction of buggings, bur- • 
glaries, and beatings by 
a. right-wing para-military 
group and exchange of in- 
formation with Antiy intelli- 
gence units have combined 
to give Chicago its latest po- 
lice scandal 

Ever since the ' police 
, looked the other way as A1 
' Caponp made millions of 
dollars bootlegging liquor in 
the 1920s, the department 
periodically has been em- 
broiled in scandal. There 
were the. “Burglars in . 
Blue” Incidents in the 1950s, ^ 
in.which off-duty policemen 
birnglarlzed homes they had 
cased during working Hours. 
And there wSs the national 
controversy that erupted af- 
ter street clashes between 
police' and demonstrators^ 
during the Democratic Na-'- 
tional Convention in 1968. 

But' no police scandal has 
been as complicated as this 
one. It involves a torrent- of 
allegations of spying on po- 
litical foes of Mayor Richard 
J. Daley, infiltration of civic 
organizations critical of the 
city administration, and po- 
lice collaboration with the 
113 th Army Intelligence 



Group by supporting illegal 
activities of the now-defunct 
Legion of Justice. The le- 
gion, a militant right-wing 
group, allegedly: 

• Bugged the office of the 
American Friends Service 
Committee, which was used 
by attorneys for the Chicago, 
7, the leaders of. the 1968 
demonstrations. Another 
target was the Independent 
Voters of niinois, which was 
prepaiing a report on the le- 
gion. Information obtained 
from these offices subse- 
quently turned, up in police 
and Army fUes. 

-• Burglarized the office of 
Newsreel, Inc., producer of 
an antiwar documentary 
- film. Uniformed police alleg- 
edly stood guard at the film 
office, where one employee 
was beaten. 

• Stormed a meeting of 
the Chicago Peace Council, 
an umbrella antiwar group, 
beat several persons, and 

"left while at least a half- 
dozen uniformed policemen 
stood Idlej 

• Used ' Mace, and disa- 
bling chemical spray gre- 
nades and smoke bombs 
that sources said were 
traced to Army installations 
where the 113th..Army Intel- .. 
ligence Group had offices. 

• Set off tear gas gre- 
nades at the performances 



of Russia’s Moiseyev Dance 
Company in 1970 and Chi- 
na’s Shenyang ■ Acrobatic 
Troupe in 1971. ^ 

These incidents were re- 
ported by unidentified infor- 
mants to the Chicago Daily 
News and a Cook County 
grand jury, which in March 
began investigating p.olice 
undercover activities. . 

The Pentagon has issued a 
qualified denial of t^ie, accu- 
sations, saying that “based 
on available records and in- 
formation” the charges are 
untrue. 

Mayor Daley has called 
the (diarges “the worst sort 
of yellow journalism.” The 
city has retained private ex- 
perts to represent its inter- 
ests before the grand jury 
probe. 

The grand jury began its 
investigation after once-se- 
cret police intelligence rec- 
ords, subpoenaed in a fed- 
eral equal employment op- 
portunity case, revealed in- 
filtration by police officers 
of civil organizations. 

The fUes showed that, in 
some cases, poUce rose to 
positions of leadership in 
the groups. Virtually all the 
affected organizations at 
one time had opposed Daley 
policies, although few had 
any history of serious illegal 
activities. 



One group- identified as a 
target for 'lnfilhation,~tlie 
Citizens Action Program, 
opposed a crosstown ex- 
pressway strongly favored 

by Daley. . ■' » 

1 . ■ 

Another group wanted 
stricter enforcement of, 
housing laws. Police officer 
Marcus Salone became pre- 
ident of this organization 
and has been accused by 
•state’s attorney Bernard 
Carey, of leading' a demon- 
stration in front of Carey’s 
suburban home. Carey , has 
no authority to enforce city 
codes. 

Deputy Police Supt. Mi- 
chael Spiotto defended infil- 
tration of such groups by, 
saying that “knowledge of 
their planned demonstra- 
tions enabled us to prevent 
traffic tie-ups.” ' , 

In addition, Chicago po- 
Uce have been accused of 
keeping’ dossiers on promi- 
nent athletes, such as. foot- 
baU star Gale Sayers; jour- 
nalists, including Daley 
critic Mike Royko; clergy-, 
men. Including Rev. Theo- 
dore Hesburgh, president of. 
the University -of Notre 
Dame; and numerous Daley 
poUtical opponents, includ- 
ing his recent mayoral pri- 
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Mary foes^ Alderman WU- 
liam S. Singer and "state 
Sen. Eichaird Newhouse. 

. Army -intslligdnce reports 
were discovered In police 
files, including one on Jef- 
frey Haas, an attoimey who 
had subpoenaed federal and ’ 
.local ' spying records - in a. 
suit by survivors of the fatal 
1969 raid on Black Panther 
Party headquarters. 

A spokesman for the Cook 
County stajte’s attorney’s of- 
fice said, “It is virtually cer- 
tain there toU be -severed in- 
dictments from information 
we’ve already .’ heard— and 
we’re not done ’ by any^ 
means.” He declined to elab- 
orate. 

The grand jury has heard 
testimony from former Po- 
lice Supt James Conllsk 
Jr., who oversaw &e alleged 
spjdng, when’ it -was at its ' 
peak in the 1960s. The pres- 
ent police superintendent, 
James B. Eochfoid, has also, 
appeared before the panel. 

Eochford has defended 
some of the spying, noting 
that Chicago has escaped vi- 
olent militant actions' that . 
“struck other major cities” 
in the late 1960s and 1970s. 
He also has said that 
“inteUigence has a legiti-. 
mate function in a big-city 
police department” He de- 
nied that dossiers had been 
compiled on hundreds of 
prominent persons, but con- 
ceded 'that “their names 
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. could appear Incidentalily'-inl-' y 
the files of persons $ 

“ kesp records on.” 

" j iialey, who 'appoints 
. police superintendent, •dto*' j* 
denied usihg his departhifent-' ^ 
for political ' advantage.t; : j 
“Any spying is done to*pso-:' jr 
“ tect the citizens m a -whipieV’* ’ f 
he said. • , .'i*!'-;;;?'’. 0 

i The mayor’s. political % 

and various-liberal politf-: 
clans and civic groups idek-.' ^ 
tified as targets pf sp^g* I*' 
. and infiltration are prdte 5 i>* 

Ing the police activities.t*t»-' 

■;But police say neither the’ 
spying disclosures'- nor *aa* 

• ongoing federal probe of;;prf.- 
Eceshakedowns that has - al-- 
( ' ready resulted in the indict- . 

ment of. 100 persons and - 
■ icdnviction of more than. 50' 
of the'" sity’s 1,300 police offi- j 
cers ' has , seriously affected ' 
the morale ^of the depart- 
meht; ■. i 

“Yeu talk about figures 
and scandals, but it’s .the 
Niuallty and dedication of ‘ 
the patrolman on the street. 

-that counts in malting a de- 
partment,” said Joseph Pe- i 
corairo, head of the Chicago' 
Patrolman’s Association, - * 

‘iPeople always try to’ run 
lis down like we’re the worst , 
department in the ' country ' 
The spying charges are just i 
another political thing. Hell, i 

our job is to investigate; T’U . , 

investigate you; I’ll investi- ' ' 1 
gate the Pope. 'W'e investi- ' ' 1 
gate ourselves. We are' out . 
to protect the people — ^that’s' ' 
what'investigating is about” - 




